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Friends and Countrymen, 


Have often wonder'd, that 
among the many Writers, who ſet forth 

to the Publick; Matter, of which com- 
mon Senſe is the moſt proper Judge, none. 
think fit to addreſs themſelves ro you, 
who, tho' you have not ſo much Learn- 


ing, muſt be allowed to have as much 


Common Senſe as your Betters. I take ic 
do be the Pride of Writers, that they think 


you not worth their Notice, or that they 


are fond of ſhewing their own Parts, by 
uſing ſuch Words and Arguments, as not 
One in a Hundred can underſtand. - When 


broken Heads and bloody Bones are thought 
neceſſary, then the reſt of the World pays 
you the Compliment, of applying to you 


to fave themſelves, and you have often 


| done conſiderable Service in that Reſpect. 


But it has ſometimes happen'd, that by your 


not making uſe of your Reaſon firſt, de- 


A 2 ſigning 
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figning Men have led you into Miſchief 
To look before you leap, is a Rule in Pru- 
dence, not the worſe for being old; and I dare 
ſay, if you had always the Truth on both 
Sides laid fairly before you, you would be as 
apt to take the right Side as any Men in the 
Kingdom. The wicked Deſigns of our 
Enemies at preſent occaſion me to try 
this Method. I have not Learning enough 


to make a Figure with, and ſhall therefore 


uſe not a Word nor a Piece of Reaſoning, 
but what the loweſt of you ſhall readily 


comprehend, It is not hard to underſtand 


Truth, but it is as eaſy to overlook it, when 
Men uſe Tricks to diſguiſe, or fine Lan- 


guage to conceal it. My aim isthe Good of 


my Country, and I cannot prevail with my- 
ſelf to compaſs ſo good an End by bad Means. 


1 and the Pretender are Words that 
have been mightily laugh'd at of late Years ; 
yet it is well known, that Popiſh Prieſts 
have taken prodigious Pains all the while 


to bring People over to their Religion, in 


which they have actually ſucceeded too 
much, and now we are fatally convinc'd, that 
the Pretender has not yet dropt his Deſigns 


upon the Peace and Property of theſe King- 


doms. It is an Art, uſual with Enemies, to 
make you velieve that you are very ſafe, 
and then to ſurprize you in the midſt of 
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13 
your Security. But let me beg you to conſi- 
der, that tho it is their Intereſt to blind you, 
it is not yours to be blinded; and if ever there 
wasa Time for opening your Eyes, it is now. 


The Popiſh Powers would be glad to ſee 


: the Throne of theſe Kingdoms fill'd by a 


Papiſt : The French King would certainly 
do all he could towards it, becauſe His Ma- 
jeſty King George is the greateſt Hin- 
drance to his Scheme of conquering all Eu- 


rope. The Roman Catholicks among» us, 


who are a very numerous Body, would 
undoubtedly not be wanting on their Part; 


they often declare the Contrary, and to be 


ſure, honeſt Men of all Religions are to be 
believ'd ; but it is impoſſible, that a Man 


can be truly a Roman Catholick, without 
wiſhing well to the Pretender, any more, 


than you can be true Proteſtants withour 
being hearty Friends to King George. 
This being the Caſe, the Church of Rome 
has uſed every Method for dividing us, and 


one of their Practices has been to ſpread 
looſe Notions among the People about Re- 
ligion and Government. By Degrees they 


have perſuaded ſome, that it is a Matter 
indifferent to the People, who 1s their 


King, and they hope that the Diſcontents, 


which have been every where raiſed, added 
to this Notion, will bring about their De- 
fign, which is our Ruin, 


I ſhould 
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8 Iſhould give you too much Trouble, were 
to prove, how abominably falſe every Romiſh 
Doctrine is: It has been done by greater 


Hands. I think I can do you more Ser- 


vice at preſent by ſhewing, that it is not a 


Matter indifferent, who is your King. My 
Meaning is not to diſpute about the T le, 


for I don't doubt but every Man of you 
is honeſt enough to allow, that you owe 


Allegiance to His Majeſty, that the Pre- 


tender has no Right in England, and that 


the Laws and Conſtitution muſt be broke, 
before he can get Footing here. But I 
mean to convince you, that your Happi- 
neſs and your Liberties depend upon the 
Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, and that War, 


_ Famine or Peſtilence, are not more dange- 


rous Evils, than the Crown of this Realm 
on a Popiſh Head. I ſhall uſe no Argu- 
ments to prove it, but plain Matter of 


Fact. Perhaps you have not had Time 
to read the Hiſtory of England, or if 
vou have, other Buſineſs may have made 


you forget it. Give me leave therefore, to 


argue from thence, and 1 promiſe I'll ſay 
nothing but what Hiſtory will prove. 


The Queſtion is, can England be happy, 


or can it be leſs than miſerable, under a 
| Roman Catholick Government? I anſwer, 
No, becauſe we have tried it twice, ſince | 


* 
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we left the Church of Rome, and in both 
: Caſes it brought us to the Brink of De- 
| ſtruction ; in the Reigns, I mean, of Queen 
Mary, and King James the Second. King 
Fames had not Time to go ſo far as Queen 
Mary did, for the Wiſdom of our Fathers, 
put aStop'to his Proceedings, by the Hands 
of the glorious and immortal King Wil- 
liam, But tho' he could not run the 
ſame Lengths, yet his Beginnings were 
much the ſame. To ſave your Time, 
therefore I ſhall only lay before you a true 
Account of Queen Mary's Conduct, that 
uv pon ſeeing the Rock, you may take Care 
how you ſplit againſt it. 


Queen Mary was the eldeſt Daughter of 
King Henry the Eighth, who was the firſt 
Eing of England that durſt reſiſt the Power 
of the Pope. To pleaſe her Father ſhe pre- 
tended to be a Proteſtant, for it was thought, 
that he had no great Affection for her, eſpe- 
_ cially after his Divorce from her Mother. 
| However, ſhe could not ſo act her Part, 
but that the People ſuſpected her Inclina- 
tions. In her Brother King Edward's Reign, 
ſhe led a retired Life, but made no Secret 
of being a Roman Catholick. The good King 
Edward hated Popery, and had made many 
excellent Laws and Regulations to root it 
out of this Kingdom, but he died too young 
- - 
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to finiſh his glorious Deſigns. She had very 
little Difficulty in ſucceeding him on the 
Throne, for Fane Gray, who was ſet u 

in Oppoſition to her, had but few Friends, 


and no great Ambition to be a Queen. She 


ſubmitted immediately, and Queen Mary, 


Deſire or Intention, cauſed 


tho' ſhe knew her = to her own 


cauſe ſhe was 


The Queen's Friends gained many Pro- 
teſtants, by aſſuring them, that ſhe intended 
no Alteration in Religious Matters. She 
herſelf promiſed the fame to the People of 
Suffolk, who were the firſt that raiſed Forces 


in her Service; and to ſhew how unwil- 
ling ſhe was to be thought a zealous Papiſt, 
ſhe never forgave Biſhop Ridley for decla- 


ring in a Sermon at St. Pau/s, that he 
knew by ſome Things, which had paſs'd 
between her and him, that ſhe was a warm 


Friend to the Church of Rome. But not- 


withſtanding this Caution of hers at firſt 
ſetting out, ſhe had no ſooner got Poſſeſſion 


of the Throne, than ſhe reſolv'd to eſtab- 


| liſh Popery in England. Her Deſign was 
to bring it in headlong, and forthwith to 


reſtore the Nation to the Pope. But Gar- 
diner, Biſhop of Wincheſter, a cunning and 
wicked Man, who was her chief Favorite, 


adviſed | 


er to be be- 


| EE 7 
/ adviſed her to deſtroy the Reformaion as it 
had been eſtabliſhed, by Degrees. She de- 
! clared therefore in Council, that e 2vould 
not force Proteſtants to change their Religion, 
Here was already an artful Alteration of the 
: Promiſe ſhe had made in Sufolk ; for there 
| ſhe profniſed to leave the Church of Eng- 
land as ſhe found it, Here ſhe takes no Notice 
of that, but only with Coolneſs declares ſhe 
will not force Proteſtants to turn. The Ro- 
man Catholicks ſaw the Meaning at once, 
and begun to talk openly with all the Inſo- 
lence of Men, who expected ſoon to be up- 
permoſt. Bourn, a Chaplain of Biſhop 
Bonner's, had the Impudence to preach in 
+ Praiſe of his Maſter, who was a Man of 
bad Character, and was but juſt releaſed 
out of Priſon, where he had been commit- 
ted by King Edward, for having ſaid ſome 
offenſive Things in a Sermon. But the 
People were too fond of the Memory of their 
late King, to bear any Thing that implied 
a Reproach upon him; they reſented it ſo 
very ſeverely, that Mr. Bourn was obliged 
to make his Eſcape. 


The Queen could not avoid ſeeing the 
Spirit of the People, and was determined 
to humble it. In order thereto ſhe advanced 
a Step farther. A Proclamation was pub- 
liſh'd, in which ſhe declares her Intention, 
to continue till Death in the Religion in 
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which ſhe had been educated, and her De- 
ſire that all her Subjects would follow her 
Example, but that ſhe ſhould force none, 
till Things are ſettled by Authority of Par- 
lament. Then ſhe forbids her People cal- 
ling one another Papiſt or Heretick, this was 
levelled againft Protęſtants, who knew, that 
they ſhould be punifh'd if they diſobeyed 
this Order, and that their Enemies would 


not. Next ſhe forbids all unlawſul Aſſem- 


blies, which every Body underſtood of Aſ- | 


ſemblies of Proteſtants. Then all Miniſters 


are forbid to preach without Licence; this 


Vas plainly meant to ſhur Proteſtants out of 
Pulpits, for the Power of granting Licences 
was ſoon after given to Biſhop Gardiner, a 


hot Papiſt. The Proclamation concludes, 


that the Queen intended to puniſh all ſediti- 
ous Perſons, and hoped none of her Subjects 


would provoke her to uſe the Severity of the 
Laws. 


The firſt againſt whom this Proclama- 
tion was put in Force, were the honeſt In- 


habitants of Suffolk, who had not very ſtrict- 
ly obeyed it, becauſe they relied upon the 


made to them. They ſent Deputies to 


Court, to put her Majeſty in Mind of her 
Promiſe: The Anſwer was, That Subjects 
ought not to controul the Actions of their 
Sovereign, and one of the Deputies happen- 


ing 


Promiſe which the Queen had particularly 
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ing to ſpeak with Freedom, was ſentenc'd 
to ſtand in the Pillory. Such was the Be- 


ginning of a Popiſb Queen's Reign ! A di- 


rect and open Breach of her Royal Word. 


But to break Promiſes, is a {mall Matter in 


Profeſſors of a Religion, which will ſanctify 


* Murder and Rebellion, 


IT was now thought Time to reſtore the 
Popith Biſhops, who had been removed in 
good King Edward's Time, and depoſe the 
Proteſtants to make way for them. The 
Clergy likewiſe, who were married, were 
turned out of their Benefices, and ſome who 
preach'd without a Licence from Gardiner, 
were ſent to Priſon. As the Parliament had 
not yet mer, Popery was ſtill againſt Law, 
yet Divine Service was performed in the 
Manner of the Church of Rome; and Queen 
Mary and her Miniſtry permitted it. The 


Queen's Zeal for her Religion broke thro 


every 11e of common Gratitude and Ho- 
neſty. She ſent Judge Hales to Priſon for 
charging the Juſtices of Kent to keep up 
the Laws of King Edward, tho' ſhe knew. 
that the Judge had, in her Brother's Reign, 
refuſed to ſign a Warrant for diſinheriting 
her. She reſolved upon the Ruin of Cran- 
mer, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, tho' ſhe. 
knew, that when her Father had Deſigns 
upon her Life, his Intereſt was the Means 

| B 2 of 


of ſaving her; but no Merit could ſtand a- 
gainſt her preſent Reaſon ; which was, that 


he was at the Head of the Hereticks, that 


is, the Proteſtants. As ſhe was now deter- 
mined to perſecute and ruin thoſe of her 
_ Subjects, that would not turn to Popery, all 
foreign Proteſtants were ordered immediate- 


ly to leave the Kingdom. Their unfortunate 
Engliſh Brethren foreſaw the Reaſon of this 


Order, and many diſguiſed themſelves, and 


eſcaped as Foreigners; but this was ſoon 
put a ſtop to, by ſending Directions to the 
Sea Port Towns to ſtop the Perſons, who 
ſhould attempt to go abroad as Frenchmen, 


without a Paſſport from the French Ambaſ- 


ſador. 


On the Tenth of October 1553, the Queen | 


was crowned, and that all her Subjects 


might rejoice at it, ſhe publiſh'd a general 


Pardon. But even the Mercies of a Popiſh 


Queen were cruel, for there were ſo man 
excepted in this Pardon, that the Prote/lants 
were very little, if at all, the better for it. 


Tr was now Time to call a Parliament, for 


without it ſhe could not make Popery the 
Eſtabliſhed Religion. The Difficulty was, 


how to get a Parliament to her Mind. This 


Difficulty however ſhe overcame, by ſuch 
unlawtul Methods of Force and Fraud, 


practiſed by her Agents all over the King- 


dom, 


re a 
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dom, that when the Parliament met, it con- 


fiſted chiefly of Papiſts. The Lords found 


themſelves in a melancholy Condition, be- 
tween ſuch a Queen and ſuch a Houſe of 


Commons; at laſt ſome were moved by 


Fear, others by Ambition to come into the 
Court's Meaſures. 


The firſt Thing that was done, was, re- 


voking the Divorce of the Queen's Mother. 


Il! ſhould have thought it needleſs to men- 
| tion this here, but to ſhew the Honeſty and 
' Modeſly of a Popiſh Biſhop. Gardiner, to | 
pleaſe King Henry, had done all in his Power 
ro promote this Divorce, and zow he was 
the Perſon, who openly managed and influ... | 
enced the Parliament to revoke it. The next 
Act of any Note that was paſled, repeal'd | 
all the Laws which had been made in Fa- 
vour of the Proteſtant Religion. The Queen, 


to ſtrenghten her Deſigns, reſolved to marry 


ſome powerful Popiſh Prince, and fixed for 
that Purpoſe upon Philip, afterwards King | 
of Spain, Son to the Emperor of Germany. 

The Houſe of Commons thought it a dan- 


gerous Match to the Liberties of Old Eng- 
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land, and declared their Diſlike of it, upon 
which the Queen, who could bear no Op- 


poſition, difloly'd the Parliament. 


The Convocation in the mean Time, | 
took 


i 


ſubſtantiation, which is a barefaced Falſe- 
hood, and a downright Piece of Nonſenſe;but as 
it requires more Faith than all the otherDoc- 
trines, it was of great Conſequence to ſettle 
it betimes. Six Members had the Spirit to 
oppoſe it, and demanded a Diſputation, but 
when the Day came, three of them failed 
in Courage, and the remaining three were 
interrupted and abuſed by Noiſe and ill 
Language; after which the Papiſts gave out, 
that they had fairly got the better. The 
ſame was the Caſe in a Diſputation ſome 


time after at Oxford. The Diſputants on the 


Proteſtant Side, Cranmer, Ridley and Lati- 
mer, were indeed of higher Rank, but they 


were Priſoners, and therefore under great 


Reſtraint, and the Noiſe and Confuſion, 
made by the Papiſts, was ſuch, that the poor 
i Biſhops could not be heard, and then, as be- 
fore, it was given our, that "ny were con- 
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A new Parliament was called, and not 


content with chuſing Roman Catholicks, Bi- 


ſhop Gardiner took Care, that none ſhould be 
returned or ſit in the Houſe, but what were 
of Opinion, that Religion could not ſubſiſt 
without the Pope. Cardinal Pole, about the 
ſame Time, came over from Rome. at the 
Queen's Requeſt In a Speech to the Par- 


lament, 


took Care to eſtabliſh the Doctrine of Tran- 


5 
liament, he told them, that his Buſineſs 
was to lead back the loſt Sheep of England 
/ to the Pope, their Shepherd. This produ- 
ced an Addreſs from the Parliament to the 
Queen, that ſhe would be pleaſed to inter- 
| ceed with the Cardinal, that the Kingdom 
; might be reconciled to the Church, and 
they promiſed to repeal all Acts, that had 
| been made againſt the Pope's Authority. 
' The Queen was glad to grant their Requeſt, 
and both Houſes, on their Knees, received 
| Abſolution from Pole. But there was one 
: Difficulty in giving this Abſolution, which 
the Cardinal was obliged to uſe a Romzjh 
Trick to get over: You muſt know, that at 
the Beginning of King Henry VIITs Reign, 
the Church had near three Parts in four of 
the Lands of this Kingdom, which appear- 
ing to be no great Service to Religion, the 
; King granted many of them away to the 
\ Nobility and Gentry. Now by the Canon 
Law, which Papiſts obey more ſtrictly than | 
the Goſpel, thoſe Lands were ſacred, and 
| could not therefore, without Sacrilege, be 
| held by Laymen. The Nobility andGentry | 
| of England, tho to pleaſe the Court they | 
came into a Change of Religion, yet were 
mighty unwilling to part with ſo ſweet a | 
| Property. How then did the Pope manage, 
between the Canon Law on one Side, and on 
the other the Neceſſity of pleaſing Men f 
| ſuch Power and Conſequence ? He practi- | 


11 
ſed a Trick, which would have been ex- 
traordinary, had it come from any other 
Hands. At the ſame Time, when the Car- 
dinal abſolved the Nation and bleſſed them, 


he denounced the Judgments of God againſt 
(that is, he cared) choſe who 8 wy 


Church Lands. 


8 ſee, my Countrymen, Low your Fore- 


| fathers were drawn in by Degrees. Firſt it 
vas promiſed, that the Queen would protect 
the Proteſtants ; then ſhe promiſes not to 

force them to turn; after that the alters her 


Words, by ſaying that ſhe would force none; 


i fill the Parliament had ſettled Matters; next 


by open Violence ſhe got two ſucceſſive Par- 


liaments to her Mind, who by Degrees re- 


ſtored Popery, and at laſt the Pope's Autho- 
rity in England. Now you mult expect to 
hear of Perſecutions, of Fire and Faggot. 


| After what the Queen had hitherto done, 
you may depend upon it ſhe would ſtick at 


nothing, and her Religion taught her, that 


all the did in the Service of the Pope a and | 
the Church, muſt be right. 


< T he Laws for uniting Hereticks v were 


- revived, and Gardiner adviſed the Queen to 


put chem in Execution with the utmoſt Ri- 


gour, which Adviceſhe received ſograciouſ- 
ly, that the commilſionsd Gardiner himſelf 


to 
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to open the Perſecution. A worthy Biſhop 
and a private Clergyman were the firſt that 
ſealed their Faith with their Blood. Hooper, 
Biſhop of Glouce/ter, a Man highly eſtec m- 


ed among Proteſtants, was burnt al.ve at 


Glouceſter, Feb. 9, 1555; and about the 
ſame'; imea Clergyman, who had been the 
Means of faving Bourn, Biſhop Bonner's 
Chzplain, from be ing torn io Pieces by the 
People, was in Return for his Services burnt 
at London, becauſe he would not be a Pa- 


fi/t : Loth had their Lives offered them at 


the Stake, it they would turn; but like 
good Chriſtizrs they choſe rather to die. 


Two other Divines underwent the fame 


Fate ſoon after, with ſome ſhocking Cir= 


cumſtances of Cruelty : One of them was 
put into a Barrel of Pitch, and as he was 


finging the 5 Iſt Pſalm in Exgliſb, juſt before 
they ſet Fire to him, he had a Blow on the 
Face for not addreſſing God in Latin. 
Biſhop Gardiner thought that theſe ſour 
Executions would frighten the People out 
of the ir Religion, but inſtead of that, ſuck 
glorious Examples encouraged them to per- 
ſevere. When he found therefore that big | 


Cruelty rendered him odious, he reſigned 


his Office to Biihop Bonner, who was per⸗ 
haps the only Man ot his Time, that was 
more: barbarous than himſelf. | | 
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The Nation in the mean Time was ac || th: 
niſhcd, and could not avoid obſcrving the Ki 


Difference of the two Rel ig ons by — dif- ] ter 
| ferent Methods of eſtabliſh ing them. In King | let 
Eadward's R eign. the Prot: ſtants flouriſh d, T 


and there were t“ en but very few luſtances Y th 
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of People impri oned for their Religion. R. 
| Where:s now, when the Pajr/ts were n le 
Power, no Leath w:s thought too cruel be 
for the poor Proteſtants. Even the Popiſh || lo 
E ſhe ps beg n to be aſhamed of it, and laid a 
all the ..lame upon the Court, particularly 1 
upon King Philip, who being a Spamard, | n 
Perſccution was jaid to be natural to him, ec 
But hilip choſe to deny it, and obliged his | <c 
own Chaplain to preact: againſt Perſecution, t 
and condemn the Barbarity of the Eiſhops. 4 
The Truth is, that both were in Faulr, and || « 
ti ere is no Loubt but that the Queen } her- | x 
{-1f lov'd it as much as any of them, for 1 
after che Death of Gardiner, ſhe continued | 
it to the End of her Reign. 


Many were now burnt for their Religion 
in all Parts of the Kingdom, and leſt they 
| ſhould be at a Loſs for Proteſtants to | 
burn, an Order w:s ſent to the. Juſtices | 

throughout England, to keep Spies in every || 
Pariſh to inform againſt all Perſons, 'whate | 
Princ. ples were ſuſpected. Bonner, --Dy 
* 5 | | a Ma = 
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Madman in Cruelty, had bis Hands ſo full; 


that he begun to ke a little remis, but the 


King and Queen ſent him a very Fs Let- 


ter, in which they commande him not to 
let his Zeal againſt the Hereticks abate. 
This added. freſh Fuel to the Flame Among 


the reſt two Biſhops were burnt at Cx/ord, 


Ridley and Latimer; one of them dle nth 
learned Man of his "Time, and wouid have 
been the worthieſt, had not Latimer bis Fel- 
low-ſuff-rer, who was 80 Years. f f ge, bean 

a Miracle of Goodnefi. Lithop Gardiner 


had the Deſtruction cf theſe two Saints fo 


much ar Hearr, that on the Day when he 


expected the News of their being burr:t, be 


could nt dine till he had recei: ed it; an 
then eating a hearty L inner, ke was taken 


ill and di:d iwo Lays after. Archbiſhop 


Cranmer was tie next conſiderat le Man 
who was domed o die. The Chaige a- 
gainſt bim was, that he was married, that 


he had writ Proteſtant Books, Fad lelt the 


Church of Rome, and bad conrradi ed that 
impudent Doctrine of Tranſulſtantiation. 


le confeſſed it all, and was ordered to ap- 
pear before the Pope i in eighty Dais. T Ley 


kept him in ri!on all the Time, and then 


condemned him tor not app-aring at Rome,” 


Whilſt he was in Priſon, he was picvailed 
upon, God knows by what Means, o hgn 
2 Kecantation; ; but the unmercital Qucen 


C 2 | Would 
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would hear of nothing that might ſpare his 


Life. When he came to the Stake, he a- 
toned for that unfortunate Piece of We 
neſs; for he ſtretched out the Hand wb ich 
had ſigned the Recantation, and burned it, 
before the reſt of his Body was facr! :ficed. 


I mention his Death, becau e he was well 


| Enown to be a great and good Man; but fo 
many iuffered at this Time, that I ſhould 
tire your Patiende with an Account of them 
all. The Yerſecu:ors' were not content with 

burning the Leg, to ſatisfy their furious 


Zeal, they dug up the Bones of dead 


Proteſtant', and burned them publickly. 
The Cucen and her Miniſter had now 
ſome Thougits of ſetting up the Inquiſition 
in England, which doubtleſs they would 
have done, if Providence had not put a 
Stop to her Cruelties, by ending her Life 
ſome Time after. 3 


She was ſo intent upon theſe Perſecutions, 
that all other Affairs of the Nation were 
are negleged. I'll give you a remarkal le 
[tance of this. The Port of Calais in 
France had belonged to the Erng/iſþ 210 
Years. It proved a terrible Ear to the 
| grow ing Power of France ; yet the Queen 
left it fo very defencelefs, that the ench 


took it, and ſhe might have retaken ir, but 
that ſhe would not ſend any Forces thither, 


leſt 


rr 
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leſt it. ſhould weaken her Hands againft the 
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Proteſtants at home. Her whole Heart 


was ſo fixed upon Popery, that at laſt ſhe 
returned all the Church Lands that re main- 
ed in the Crown, tho' ſlie wanted Meney, 


and at that very Time was preſſing the Par- 
liament for Supplies: But 1 tremble to tell 


you all that ſhe did; ſome Writers with 
very good Grounds ſay, that ſhe had De- 
ſigns upon the Life of the Princeſs Eliza- 
beth, who afterwards made ſo gloriors a 
Figure upon the Brizifh Throne, and it ap- 


pears to have been only owing to the Pru- 
dence of that Ptinceſs that ſhe lived to in 
herit it _ -- ©, 


The People who had been hitherto 
burnt, were ſuch as made an open Profeſ- 
ſion of the Proteſtant Religion. The Queen 
thought herſelf as yet Lut an unprofitable 
Servant; ſhe publiſhed a Proclametion to |; 
command, that all thoſe who had Proteflant 
Books, and did not deliver them to a Magiſ- 


trate, without reading or ſhewing them toany | 


ore, ſhould be executed on the Spot, like 


Rebels or Spies in lime of War. It was 
P 


plain, that ſhe meant not to convert Pro- 
teſtants, but to deſtroy them, for there was 


an Inſtance of one, who recanted in the 

Se . | 

i" Flames; the Sheriff of the County took 
him out, and. he figned his Recantation, | 


but 


1 
but . the Q Queen heard of it, ſhe feng 
Orders to burn him and impriſon the Sher iff. 
At laſt the Almighty thought her too wick- 
ed even for this wicked World ; the had a 
lingering Illneſs, yet fave Per.ons were burnt 


at Canterbury for Religion by her Orders P 
but a Week be fore her wag She died in ta 
the Year 155d ; ; the Perſecution began in | tk 
1555. and in that ſmall dpace of Time the 0 
Number of Perſons executed on a religious by 
Account is reckoned about 800. e 
1 
] 
( 


This, my G is a true Hiſtory 
of the Reign of Quern Mary; a Reign which, 
| every Engliſhman ought to be well acquaint- 
ed with, at a Time when Popery is making 
i Advances among us, and a Perſon known 
to be a Papiſt both by Birth and Education, 
and ſupported by a Roman Catholick Power, 
dares to form Pretenſiors to the Crown of. 
Great Britain. His Friends and Agents: 
will tell you perhaps, that be is not of a 
| Temper to take any ſuch Meaſures ; — 
Lou have only their Words for it; but "ai 
I poſing i it true, what is that to the Purpoſe ?: 
L —Þ ſhop Burne, who was no Friend to 
| Queen Mary, acknowledges that ſhe was a 
: good-natur d Woman; bit then ſhe was af; 
in ill-natur'd Religion. It was not her na- 
ural Temper, that made all this Havock; 
t was an Opinion of 1 Us. bong. her. Day, * 
. an 


5 | 
and wde o chat Country; whoſe Prinze 


thinks it a Daty to murder the Sn on 
Account of the ir Religion. 


Tut the acabites tell you again, that the 
N deſires to come in upon a Proteſ< 
tant foot ing. Take care how you believe 
them. Queen Mary ſaid the ſame, elſe 
our Forefathers would not have armed her 
Hands for ſo much Miſchief, But who- 
ever tells you ſo, affronts your Underftand- 
ings. Has he not been bred up under the 
Eye of the Pope? Is he not obliged to the 
Court of Rome, and other Courts that pro- 
feſs the Religion of Rome, for the Subſiſtence 
and Safety of himſelf and kis Family? Do 
you imagine a Pope would be weak enough 
to protect that Family ſo long, unleſs he had 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of theirZcal in his 
Cauſe ? But this is not all our Proof. Con- 
ſider only the ſurprizing Growth of Popery 
for ſeveral Years peſt: Every Body has not 
Opportunities of obſerving it, and People 
are ready to diſbelieve a Thing which does 
not fall within their own Obſervation ; but 
the Man is a Papiſt, or wiſhes well to Po- 

ery, who perſuades you that we are in no 
Danger from it. Should I tell you and prove 
ir, that there are Meetings in all Parts of 
the Town, where Children are inſtru ed 
in che. riuciples of that Church, that the 


Prizfts 


| I 
-Prieſts are always ready to viſit the Sick- 
before the Miniſters of the Pariſnes can 


hear of them, that Popiſh Pamphlets very | 


artfully written are conſtantly publiſhed, 
and at a great Expence diſperſed about the 
Nation; ſhould I prove all this, or. ſhould 
Tame itſelf bring it to Light, then I hope 
you will believe, tho' then I fear it will be 
too late. But beſides there are upwards of 
fifty religious Houſes. for the Education of 
| Engliſh Prieſts and Nuns kept abroad, at 
| the Charge of the Engliſb Papiſts. One 
| Miſchief of this you will immediately ſee, 
that it is the means of carrying vaſt Sums 
of Money yearly out of the Nation without 
any Returns; but there is a greater Danger 


in it than that. You may remember to 


have read in Scripture, that the Land of 


Egypt for the Obitinacy and Tyranny of its 


King was punished among other Plagues 
with Locuſis. Theſe Animals no ſoener 
came upon the Land, than ? hey devoured it; 
they filled Pharaoh's Houſes, and the Houſe: 
e all his Servants, and the Houſes of ail the 
Egyptians. The fame will be the Caſe, 
whenever thoſe Nurſeries of Frieſts are /ef 


loaofe- upon the People of England. They 


” will cover the Land and deyour it, and fill 
our Houſes, and ſeize our Property, and 


then call it ſacred, that we may never have 
a Right to ſeize it again, They have. done 


ſo 


1 
ſo formerly. Before the Reformation the 
Religious Hoaſes, as they were very impro- 
pl called, poſſeſſel not much leſs than 
tire Fourths of the Land of this Kingdom. 
Ani how can you imagine they will treit 
a Nation, which for almoſt two hundred 
Years past hath, in their Opinion, been 
guilty of Sacrilege ? 


I conclude then, that it is the Intereſt and 
Duty of every Engliſhman to contribute his 
Part towards keeping out Popery and the 
Pretender. If you have not Zeal enough for 
your Religion, yet have ſome Regard to 
your Liberty, and Property, have ſome Com- 
paſſion for your Wives and Children. The 
Preranider is only a Tool to the Crown of 
France. That Nation has ever hated the 
Enzliſh; of late they have hated us more 
than ever; and you may depend upon it, 
that could the Pretender ſucceed ( which 
God forbid ! his Reign would be short; 
England would become a Province to France, 
Frenchmen would ſ:1ze our Lands, plunder: 
our Treaſures, and if they have any true 
French Blood in them, they muſt root us out 
at laſt, they muſt deſtroy us by Fire and 
Sword, till none remain to hand an Account 
of their Barbaricies down to After-Ages. 


It is for this Reaſon, that our Sovereign, 
8 the - | 


1 


the Father of his People, has done his ut- . 


ny iog your Faith. This J can aſſure you, 
a: d I have it from the Hiſtory of all Ages, | 
that if we do not reſolutely aſſiſt his Ma- 
jeity in defending ourſelves, and should 
have the Misfortune to be defeated at Home, 
there is great Reaſon to fear, thar the 
Queſtion will not be, who shall be the 
King, but who Shall be the N. o Enge 
land? | 


moſt to oppoſe the Power of France. France || Pg 
in Return will for ever oppoſe Him and | \.1 
Fis Royal Famuy. Ic is our Duty to ſtreng-⸗ Po 
then his Hands. Self-Preſervation makes it 2 
cur Duty, if Allegiance to Him did not. : 8 
Popery, you ſee, is as dangerous to'the ex- | 1. 
cellent Conſtitutio on we are bleſſed witb, as P 
the ſtrongeſt Poiſon to our natural Bodies. . 
Join therefore your Hearts and your Hans a 
in driving back a Popiſh Fretender; and 
any other invaders of our exce, Gur Pro- | 
perty and our Religion. You cannot take up | £ 
Arms in the Se: vice of a better King, Har f 
ever unite in ſuppreſſing a mare anna ul 
Rebellion. It will be more to your Honour, 8 
my Countrymen, to hazard every Drop of | | 
your Bl. od zow, than to be torn to bieces 
by Posiſb Armies and Prieſts, when here- . ; 
after you refuſe to affront your God by de- | 


— 
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N R. In 1c72, one hundred thouſand. 


| 1 g Were murdered in one. Day , at 
| Pari«c fir no other Crime but cheir Religion. 
Viken ne News of it came to Rome, the 
Pore hel a publick Thankſgiving, and 


ried © Jubuce to all Chriſtendom. 
n 642. A Hundred and Fifty thou- 
ſ ind Proteſtants were butchered in one 


Prov nce in Ireland, and a prodigious 


Number in-! Pioportion in the ocher Pro- 
vinces. 
In 1655 vp wards of Six tho: ſand Pro- 
teſiunis were berbatoufly kill'd in che Vale 
lies f Pieamont, in Italy, where their 


Anceſtors had been profeſſing pure Chrilli- 


anity ever fince the Limes of St. Paul. 
he Murderers a Red in cold Blood, and 
upon the ſame Pr inciples, which our. Ten 
tender and his deſperate Friends profeſs. 80 
t at nothing to come can be more certain, 


than that if he, and the Ruſfians his Party 


ſhould ſucce ed, every Man, i oman, and 


Ch Id in Enzland that is, or has ever been 
of tte Proteſtant Religion, mutt be put to 
Leath with all the horrid Cruelty, which 


Melice, Revenge, Iyranny, or Popery 


can invent. 


For the Particulars of which I refer you 


to a Back cntituled as on the other Side. 
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